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I. Background and Rationale

Today’s world faces unprecedented climate change and environmental degradation, presenting some
of the most intricate challenges of our time (Nguyen, Grote, Neubacher, Do, and Paudel, 2023).
Environmental disruptions—including climate change, deforestation, pollution, and biodiversity

loss—have complex, multidimensional impacts (IPCC, 2021).

For instance, irreversible climatic shifts severely impact the agricultural sector, particularly in
economies where agriculture is foundational, further disrupting global consumption patterns.
Additionally, climate change accelerates biodiversity loss by altering ecosystem structures and
optimal temperature ranges. It increases risks associated with foodborne, waterbomne, and vector-
bomme diseases, and hastens the spread of antimicrobial resistance due to persistent pathogenic
infections. These environmental changes also pose serious threats to forestry and tourism sectors
(Raihan, 2023).

Furthermore, environmental disruptions exacerbate global inequalities, as follows: (i) the most

vulnerable populations, particularly the poor and marginalized, face disproportionately greater

impacts from environmental disasters and often lack resources to rebuild the following events such

as floods and droughts; (ii) limited access to essential resources like water and farmland; (iii)
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adverse health outcomes from pollution and environmental degradation that predominantly affect
disadvantaged communities with limited healthcare access; (iv) forced migration; (v) economic

disparities; and (vi) educational inequities.

Thus, achieving sustainable development demands a holistic, adaptive, and inclusive approach that
centers both people and the environment. This approach integrates environmental, social, and
economic dimensions into development policies, considering the long-term impacts of decisions on

society and the environment, as articulated in socio-ecological resilience theory (Scown et al., 2023).

Higher education institutions play a critical role in this effort by training future leaders, driving
impactful research, and promoting sustainable practices, thereby contributing to solutions for

contemporary environmental challenges.

The Université Libre des Pays des Grands Lacs (ULPGL) is organizing this international conference
to address major challenges posed by environmental disruptions within the framework of sustainable
development. This conference aims to advance an interdisciplinary and multidimensional approach,
promoting a rethinking of academic research and university education to address these challenges.
The conference will provide a platform to: (i) understand underlying mechanisms by bringing
together experts across disciplines to better comprehend the causes and impacts of environmental
disruptions, as well as factors influencing their progression (Ostrom, 2009); (ii) evaluate
multidimensional effects on human societies (IPBES, 2019); (iii) encourage innovative solutions by
fostering research and emerging technologies to address environmental challenges (Nature, 2023);
and (iv) contribute to public discourse, providing policymakers with insights for developing
ambitious environmental policies (UNEP, 2022).

Since its founding in 1985, ULPGL has established itself as a leader in promoting scientific research
and sustainable development in Central Africa. This conference will gather national and
international experts to discuss adaptation strategies, propose innovative solutions, and strengthen

cooperation between state and non-state partners in both the Global North and South.
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II.  Conference Objectives

The main objective of this conference is to foster an interdisciplinary approach, bringing together
researchers and experts from diverse backgrounds to holistically address environmental issues,

enabling a better understanding of complex interactions across systems in the DRC.

The specific objectives include:

* Analyzing the causes and consequences of environmental disruptions: This involves
identifying drivers of disruptions—such as human activities, climate change, and
biodiversity loss—and assessing their impacts on ecosystems and societies (IPCC, 2021).

* Exploring interactions between environmental and social dimensions: This call
encourages research on the links between environmental disruptions and social inequalities,
conflicts, migration, and other socio-political dynamics (Rockstrom et al., 2009).

* Identifying adaptation and mitigation strategies: Contributions should propose solutions
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, preserving biodiversity, improving natural resource
management, and enhancing societal resilience to climate change (IPCC, 2014).

* Fostering dialogue between science and policy: This call seeks to bridge the gap between
researchers and policymakers, promoting an integrated approach to environmental
management (Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, 2005).

* Raising awareness of environmental challenges: Increasing participants’ awareness of the
impacts of environmental disruptions and the significance of sustainable development across
various sectors in the DRC and the region.

* Promoting interdisciplinary research: Encouraging cross-disciplinary collaborations to
develop integrated approaches to environmental challenges.

* Developing innovative solutions: Stimulating innovation through the presentation of
sustainable projects, technologies, and practices that can be applied on a large scale.

* Expanding networks: Facilitating the creation and expansion of international networks
among researchers, policymakers, and practitioners to enhance cooperation and coordination

in sustainable development.
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INII. Conference Sub-Themes

Participants are invited to submit proposals under one of the following sub-themes, though this list

1s not exhaustive :

(1)

)
()

)
(3)

(6)
)

(8

)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

Conservation of ecosystems and biodiversity: Interdisciplinary approaches for sustainable
management

Engineering contributions to environmental protection and climate change mitigation
Internal displacement and climate-induced conflicts: Population vulnerability and migration
management

Impacts of climate disruptions on food security and agricultural value chains in the DRC
Green entrepreneurship and climate-smart business development in the energy and
hydroelectric sectors in the DRC

Environment and climate change : Theological perspectives

Managing resilient urban infrastructures amid climate disruptions: Roles of the public and
private sectors

Natural resource management and forest conservation for reducing climate vulnerability in
the DRC

Economic impacts of climate risks in the DRC: Adaptation and resilience scenarios

The judicial dialogue to climate and environmental emergencies

Strengthening institutions and climate governance: Strategies for effective environmental
risk management in the DRC

Science, education, and innovation for climate adaptation: New tools and university reforms
in the DRC

Transitioning to a low-carbon economy: Opportunities for entrepreneurship and sustainable
management

Integrating decolonial theory, climate change, and migration

IV. Expected Outcomes

The conference is expected to yield the following outcomes :

In-depth reflection on reforming research and higher education systems in the DRC to
address climate challenges.

Establishment of new international collaborations for sustainable development.
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* Formulation of policy and scientific recommendations to enhance environmental resilience.

* Publication of conference proceedings, compiling selected contributions.

V.  Key Dates

= Qctober 25, 2024 : Launch of the call for papers

= November 25, 2024 : Abstract submission deadline

= November 26, 2024 : Notification to authors

* Dec 11,2024 - Jan 10,2025 : Submission of article drafts

= January 29 - 31, 2025 : Conference at ULPGL, Goma

= April 15, 2025 : Publication of conference proceedings

V1. Additional Information

Further details will be available on the ULPGL website (www.ulpgl.net). Please complete the
registration form that will be sent upon abstract submission. Given the limited financial resources
allocated to this conference, selected presenters who request financial assistance may receive

support for accommodation, meals, and local transportation for the duration of the conference.

VII. Submission Guidelines

Proposals (abstracts) should be sent to colloque2025@ulpgl.net using the communication

submission form.
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